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Rising delivery volumes in Asia Pacific 
The construction sector continued to grow in the first half of 2008. With the exception of 
Thailand, where the political situation is still dampening the investment climate, cement 
consumption increased in all major Group countries, but sector growth lost some of its 
momentum. The rapid rise in energy prices and the weakening of local currencies in 
parallel with the US dollar led to a decrease in purchasing power. 
 

Asia Pacific  January–June 08 January–June 07  ±%  Like-for-like
+/-% 

Sales of cement in million t 33.5 32.5  +3.1 +3.1 

Sales of aggregates in million t 2.3 1.9  +21.1 +21.1 

Sales of ready-mix concrete in million m3 3.5 2.5  +40.0 +32.0 

Net sales in million CHF 3,089 3,083  +0.2 +11.1 

Operating EBITDA in million CHF 783 940  -16.7 -6.9 

Operating profit in million CHF 561 699  -19.7 -10.2 

 
Asia Pacific  April–June 08 April–June 07  ±%  Like-for-like

+/-% 

Sales of cement in million t 16.7 16.6  +0.6 +1.2 

Sales of aggregates in million t 1.3 1.1  +18.2 +18.2 

Sales of ready-mix concrete in million m3 1.8 1.3  +38.5 +30.8 

Net sales in million CHF 1,552 1,632  -4.9 +10.6 

Operating EBITDA in million CHF 380 496 -23.4 -9.7 

Operating profit in million CHF 272 375 -27.5 -14.0 

 
The two Indian Group companies increased their cement deliveries compared with the 
same period last year. The continuing expansion of the ready-mix concrete business was 
reflected in a significant rise in sales generated by private and public housing construction 
and major infrastructure projects. The early start of the monsoon season and cyclical 
demand fluctuations in some markets of the Indian subcontinent led to a slight tapering of 
growth. The Group companies in Bangladesh and Sri Lanka delivered more cement, and 
Holcim Lanka benefited from taking over the terminal of Ambuja Cements in the South of 
the island. 
 
In Vietnam and Malaysia, the Group companies achieved a significant increase in volumes. 
Siam City Cement in Thailand saw a fall in domestic cement sales. The temporary 
mothballing of two smaller kiln lines at the Saraburi plant resulted in a decline in exports of 
lower-margin cement and clinker. There was a substantial increase in sales of aggregates 
and a rise in deliveries of ready-mix concrete. The Group companies in the Philippines and 
in Indonesia took advantage of the attractive domestic market and accepted a decline in 
exports. During the period under review, Holcim Indonesia increased its production 
capacity by acquiring a grinding plant in Western Java, thereby strengthening its 
distribution base on the main island of Java. 
 
Australia saw an increase in cement deliveries, particularly on the East coast. Due to the 
greater availability of fly ash, sales of composite cements also rose. At Holcim New 
Zealand, cement sales stabilized at the high previous-year level. Weaker activity in the 
construction sector led to a decline in volumes of aggregates and ready-mix concrete sold. 
 
Consolidated cement deliveries grew by 3.1 percent to 33.5 million tonnes. Sales of 
aggregates rose by 21.1 percent to 2.3 million tonnes. Ready-mix concrete enjoyed an 




